
Dear friends

By the time you read this perhaps all of you would have finished unpacking
your gifts and done all the good deeds that you had set out for yourselves
to do this season.

You would be happy to know that the Children`s Cultural Caravan has
reached safely back to Kolkata!

After nine months of agonising wait and endless anxiety some young students
of New Light, Puja Roy, Puja Bose, Md Ashiq, Raju Saha, Krishna Sarkar,
Abhijit Gayen, Laxmi Karmakar, Babai Adhikari and Sanchita Mondal
finally boarded the plane to Germany on the 29th of August. The group was
invited by the German Ministry of Culture and International Cooperation to
be a part of Kinder Kulture Karavane (www. Kultur-und-medien.com ).
This Cultural Caravan is a biannual event where children and young adults
representing various non-governmental organisations from developing nations
are invited to participate in dance and musical performances. The group
from New Light proudly presented the classical dance form of Kathak, modern
choreographed movement and Bollywood dance routine. They were

accompanied on their journey by two adult members of New Light Arnab
Basu the project  coordinator and Anusuya Ganguly , the counselor from
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New Light.
This trip would not have been possible without the support and constant guidance
of the Board members of Bono-Direkthilfe ( www. Bono-Direkthilfe.org ) ------
-  Gereon , Micheal , Stephan, Anja, Betina,  Ralf and Andreas. Thank
you for not losing faith in our effort.

Following their six week travel in Germany the group went on to Spain for
another three weeks of performance at various Spanish cities. More about
the trip later.

Soon after the Foundation laying
ceremony for the New Light
Sanjeevani Care Center on the 9th
of May the staff of New Light had
to get busy with rescuing and
repatriating a 15 year old Nepali
gir l  who was traff icked from
Kathmandu. The horror stories that
she shared with a few us and the
survival strategies she used to stay
safe and escape would fill many
pages of any thriller.  We acknowledge the assistance that we received from
The Nepal Consulate in Kolkata, Maiti Nepal in Kathmandu, the Juvenile
Justice Board Of West Bengal and some key officers of the law
enforcement agency in this rescue operation. However the incidence has
strengthened our resolve to continue our fight against the evil of trafficking.
It was not long after on the 6th of June that we were called by the Nepal
Consulate again to provide temporary shelter to two more young girls from
Nepal aged 12 and 13 who were rescued from a notorious brothel area near
Howrah, the adjoining district of Kolkata. On my arrival at the Nepal Consulate
I was left speechless to see these girls playing House with broken plastic
dolls and some rags.  The image of their innocent faces and nervous smiles
still fill my dreams. I shudder to think where they would have ended up if the
intervention was not done timely. The two young girls come from area close
to the Boudha Stuppa in Kathmandu and were sold to brothel owners by
members of a mafia gang operating in that area. They were successfully
handed over to members of the local administration on the 28th of June and
reconnected with their families.  From those moments onward we at New
Light began to consider the possibility of setting up a special shelter for girls
rescued en route and from brothels.

It was also in the month of June that New Light helped seven year old
Duranta Naskar , the child of a vegetable seller to have a life saving cardiac
surgery at the Rabindranath Cardiac Care Centre in Kolkata. We thank The
Rotary Club of Kolkata Chowringhee and Infancia Solidaria of Madrid
for their support in helping us restore the life of Duranta. He was released
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from the hospital on the 26th of June and is doing fine.

Kanu Hazra , aged 35 has been
living in Kalighat for as long as
anyone can remember. Years ago
he used to be a responsible,
functional and creative man in the
community. Over a period of time
Kanu started to show signs of
mental illness. And as it often
happens with poor families in
India he was abandoned by them
and lost  h is  p lace in  the
community. Gradually Kanu`s
schizophrenia became so acute
that he was getting violent even with the children of our program. It was
decided by the members of New Light to extend him with minimum support
of accessing treatment. On the 6th of June Kanu was taken to Antara Gram,
a care centre for people with mental illness and was admitted under psychiatric
care. Kanu remained there till the 16 th September .  Upon his release he
has now gone back to his profession of making Hindu idols and takes part

in various community activities.
This was also an opportunity
for New Light to dispel many
myths about mental illness to
the community at large and
establish the fact that mental
illness like all other kind of
conditions can be treated with
optimum result. We specially
thank Abhishek  Adhikary and
Raju Mondal of New Light
team for helping Kanu and his
family.

At the end of June, I as a representative of New Light was invited to participate
at the first Caucus of Hindu Religious leaders against HIV / AIDS organized
by Shri Shri Ravi Shankarji,  at his Ashram in Bangalore. The session
ended with unexpected commitment from Hindu leaders to talk about HIV/AIDS
in public religious forum and accept that there exits the threat of HIV/AIDS
among people of all religious denominations in India. We deeply appreciate
the hard work of the disciples of Shri Shri Ravi Shankarji in achieving the
difficult and unexpected results.N
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It was also in June that the  President , Juthica Stangl , the secretary
Peter Stangl and the Board of Shadhika Foundation offered their continued
support for New Light in bridging the budget deficit for the current year. The
Board of Shadhika also provided the fund for a much needed photocopying
machine for New Light. Thank you  Shadhika  Foundation ( www.shadhika.org
)  for being the source of our constant support.

In July Harsha Manjari  Nanda , the Program Social worker of New Light
moved on to take up a government job at the Ministry of social welfare. We
wish Harsha all the luck in her future career.

While the group was preparing for their trip to Germany two students of New
Light achieved unexpected academic results. Anirban Chowdhury one of
the first students of New
Light finished his Secondary
level of school education
scoring 72% marks and
went on to the next level
w i t h  s u b j e c t s  l i k e
mathemat ics ,  b io logy,
physics and chemistry.
Anirban is simultaneously
attending a special coaching
to appear in the entrance
test for medical school examination.  Seema Haldar, the oldest resident of
Hogar Meridional –Soma Memorial ( www. fundacionmeridional.org ) girls
home finished her Higher Secondary education and enrolled at the graduate
level with sociology, history and education.

On a hot August afternoon New Light was visited by a group of twenty
volunteers from the Madrid based management consultant Management
Solutions. Every year Management Solutions sends their young professionals
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to work in development projects in different parts of the world. This year they
selected Kolkata and were soon converted as diehard New Light crusaders.
We need to make a special mention of Victor and Victor who gave German
lessons to the outgoing group, of Anne, Ana, Sylvia, Sabela , Juan Lou,
Antonio , Maria, Javier and many others who gave the children of all the
New Light programs so much love that it hurts.  Today ten people from that
group are sponsors for ten young kids of New Light. Thanks guys and girls!
 More later about their extraordinary support during our travel in Spain.

On the 11th of August a Hepatitis B vaccine campaign was organized for
the kids of New Light Kalighat centre, Dalit shelter and Hogar Meridional
–Soma Memorial Girls Home A total of 196 individuals were given the vaccine
after a relevent  screening test for the same. Out of all the children only two
showed positive result while the screening test was done. Those kids are
under a special treatment regimen at the moment.  Thanks to Dr Sarika
Kedia for helping us access the vaccine at a much reduced rate.

On the 15th of August the children of New Light celebrated the Independence
day along with the other young people and kids of Kalighat area. In the
morning of the 15th members and representatives of Young India, a group
of young members of the CII visited the centre and brought gifts and
refreshments for the kids. We need to say a special thank you to Arvind
Mishra and our long time friend Dr Sarika Kedia for making that morning
special for the kids of New Light.

On the 18th of August our volunteer and friend Alejandro Ruiz Mateos
from Madrid organized a trip to Mondarmoni , a seaside town about 160
kilometres  south of Kolkata for some of the boys and three staff members
of New Light. This was like a midyear Christmas gift for the kids. Thanks
Alex for your love and commitment to the kids.

N
ew

sle
tte

r- 
D

ec
em

be
r 2

00
8



At the end of August  a group of very young girls from California calling their
group  Girls Helping Girls came to Hogar Meridional - Soma Home and
set up a lovely library for the residents. Thanks Sejal for leading the group
and creating this island of joy for the girls in the tiny library room of the
residence On the 3rd of  September  , 50 children of New light were invited
to a film screeing at Gyan Manch organized by the Maria Montessori Training
Association of Kolkata to commemorate the 139th birthday of the legendary
educationist. We thank Ms Madhumita Jana Puri, the Principal of Avinabh
Bharati School in Kolkata for inviting the children for such a wonderful day

out. On the 5th of September   the children of New light celebrated Teacher`s
day by putting up a play. They also brought small gifts for all the teachers.

Come October and the city got busy with the celebration of Durga Puja. On
the 6th , 7th and the 8th of October the teachers and some staff members
of New light took the children out for visiting different locations to see the
idol of Goddess  Durga and take part in general festivity. They also received
new clothes and shoes for the festival.  This event would not have been
possible without the whole hearted support of the teachers and many other
adults of the community.N
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Diwali,
the festival of l ight was celebrated on the 27th of November.

N
ew

sle
tte

r- 
D

ec
em

be
r 2

00
8



The last week of November was very dark and sad for the whole of India.
Mumbai became a target of terrorists one more time and the city was under
siege for four days. It took more than ten days for things to return to normal.
As a mark of respect for the people who lost their lives in combat during those
days, New Light`s birthday celebration on the 1st of December was kept
on a low key. Here are some moments from that evening.

In November we welcomed our veteran volunteer Mari Carmen Sanz from
Madrid who is here to work with New Light for one year. We also extend a warm
welcome to Jan Szczerba  and Lisa Stevenson , our volunteers through Village
volunteers. Jan and Lisa would be teaching English and computer skills to the
kids of New Light respectively.

On the 13th of December  New Light had its annual sports at the ground of
Alipore Correctional home. It was a full day affair where the mothers, the other
family members and some neighbourhood kids were also invited. It was day
of great joy and merriment in the sun.  We extend our gratitude to Mr B D
Sharma, IG Correctional Services of West Bengal for allowing us to hold the
event at the ground of the department.

N
ew

sle
tte

r- 
D

ec
em

be
r 2

00
8



Before we get to the end of this newsletter it is important to share with you some
images from the incredible journey that the kids made in Germany and Spain.
The travel in Germany wouldn’t have been half as comfortable or enjoyable
without the support and participation of the German Coordinators  Robert
Schwettermann , Jennifer Hagelstein and Bernadette Casu. Thanks a million
for your patience and good humour!
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The girls of Soma Home , four members of the touring group have been training
in Kathak under the guidance of Pandit Chitresh Das ( www.kathak.org )and
his disciples for the last three years.  Guruji`s vision and blessings have made
it possible for the girls to take Kathak to the school children of Germany and
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Spain. We are deeply indebted to
him for making the extraordinary
magic of Kathak available to them.
We thank his disciples specially
Indrani Mallick and Babai for their
untiring effort in teaching the
students the value of discipline and
practice in achieving the final result
in anything that we undertake in our
lives. While the classical dance form
was taught by a group of well trained
teachers the participants  learnt the

Bollywood routine from our local hero Biswajit Ghosh. It would have been
absolutely impossible for the group to learn and perform the Bollywood dance
if we had not suddenly chanced upon the hidden talent of Biswajit. Well done
man!!

In Spain the first stop was Barcelona where the group was hosted by our
volunteers Dalmau Olivares, Maria Badia, Oscar  Escanilla , Iniaki , Annabelle
, Monika , Juan Sotomayo, Alberto, Alvaro and  Jesus Dalmau.  In the four
days that the kids spent in Barcelona they performed at the auditorium of Cal
Nino at Sant Boi, held a workshop in a local secondary school, visited the market
La Boqueria , Las Ramblas, the cathedral of Barcelona , La Sagrada Familia
and other modernist buildings by Gaudi  in the city. During the performance at
Sant Boi de Llobregat  we were
joined by Francesc  Riverola ,
another  friend and well wisher of
New Light and this young
daughters who wanted to learn all
the Kathak and Bollywood dance
they could.  However the most
enjoyable moments were spent
on the beach! It was great to see
the kids stretching their limbs on
the sand after weeks of rigorous
practice and performance in
Germany.

The group moved from Barcelona to Bilbao, the next stop in a bus sponsored
by Banco Santander. The schedule was no less hectic in Bilbao where the
children were invited by the Director of the Museo Bellas Artes de Bilbao. In
celebration of the Centenary of the museum the children made a floral installation
and floated it in the central fountain of the museum. They also had the great
luck to visit the exposition of Joaquin Sorolla. the great painter of Hispanic
lifestyle...the master of Andalucian light. The trip to the Museo Bellas Artes was
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followd by a visit to the great Guggenheim Foundation wwhich was hugely
enjoyed by the children.  The group was felicitated by the Alcalde of Barrakaldo
in his office. They also came away with many groups. The next day the group
put up a performance at the Collegio Vicayo at Begonia. We thank one of our
first volunteers Gabriela and her husband Jon for organizing the same.  The
group was hosted by Montse Benitez, Mamen, Gabriela Martinez, Jon, Maria
Alvarez, Iker and Leire  and Christina and her family.  Special thanks to
Inigo Unamuno , our bombero  volunteer for keeping the fireworks  going!!!
 In Bilbao the children also visited the Guggenheim Foundation. The high point
of the stay was the inauguration of the animation training school that Gabriel
and Jon have set up. Five years ago Gabriela had made an animation film with
the kids of New Light. It was in November that the final editing was done and
Gabriela has entered the film in many animation film competitions.

The next stop was La Coruna, a city that has extended its hand of friendship
and support to New Light at many levels. The four angels of La Coruna, Vivi
Fraga Lopez, Cristina De la Vega , Hilda Fraga and Sonia Amarosa organized
a benefit dinner for New Light that was attended by almost one thousand people.
In La Coruna the group was hosted at Vivi`s family home in Villaboa. They were
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invited to attend a Spanish league football match between La Coruna Deportivo
and a visiting team . They also
visited the marine museum and
attended a presentation at the main
hospital of La Coruna. We extend
our deepest gratitude to the Director
of the hospital for this great
opportunity. We thank each and
every person in La Coruna who
went out of their way to make the
children feel welcomed and
comfortable.

Special thanks to the young ones
Piru , Carlito , Pablito and  the
Isla kids for their time and
friendship. Thanks to Emilio,
Oscar, Carlos and the Fraga
Lopez family. Thanks to all the
artists and donors to the silent
auction. We must make a special
mention of Javier  Francesc , Mila
and their daughter Nuria Blanco
for their special interest in New
Light.

The last place to visit in the north of Spain was Santiago de Compostela. The
group conducted a workshop and performed at a school in As Pontes de Garcia
Rodriguez. We thank the Alcalde and the Concello of As Pontes de Garcia
Rodriguez for sponsoring an English teacher for the shelter in Kalighat for
the next year. We were honoured to have Ms Fabiola Otello, the Director of
Overseas Cooperation at the Xunta de Galicia among us that morning.N
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Her address to the children was
deeply moving and motivating.
No words of thanks is enough
for our angels and veteran
volunteers  Berta Villar, Luchy
villar , Ross, Pilar, John , Bea
, Maria Jesus  and Cristina
from Santiago. It was great
coincidence that the group was
in Santiago on All Saints day
and was able to experience the
flying of the Bota Fumero at
the Cathedral of Santiago on

that day. Due to bad weather it was necessary to cancel the pilgrims walk that
was originally planned. We also thank the director of the Catering  college in
Santiago for hosting great meals at the college cafeteria on two occasions and
allowing the children to visit the
training sections.

The last stop on the tour was
Madrid where the group reached
on the 2nd of November.
Alejandro Ruiz Mateo and Eva
Marcelo  Martinez , friends and
volunteers opened the doors of
their houses to host the group in
Madrid.  The schedule in Madrid
was more than crazy and it was possible to do all only because of the incredible
organizational skills of people like Alban Del Pino and Mari Carmen Sanz.
The group at Mundo Cooperante , Sergio, Nacho , Ana, Marissa, Javi,
Alberto , Rose, Laura and The President of the Federacion Frederico  is
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fabulous.

People at MC ....you guys rock!

For days they planned and provided
all that was necessary to keep the
group intact during the last days of
the travel.

Thanks to Alejandro for inviting the
group to visit the ground of Rayo
Vallecano , the Spanish Football
club and making it possible for the
kids to interact with the players.

The high point of the trip to Madrid
was a simple morning at a special
school at Aranjuez just outside the
city of Madrid. There the children
went to meet the kids at a special
school where our volunteers Marco
Mendes and Peidad are teachers.
The hours spent with the kids with
special need were the hardest but
also the most rewarding as the
children themselves said in terms
of the emotional content. In the
evening of the same day the group performed to a full house at a small auditorium.
We were joined by many volunteers including Laura, Maeba, Elena, Jose,
Rebecca who  came from distant places to meet the group.N

ew
sle

tte
r- 

D
ec

em
be

r 2
00

8



It was a great honour for the group
to visit the office of Fundacion
Meridional in Madrid our main
donor to the Hogar Meridional-
Soma Memorial Girls Home and
spend a wonderful morning with the
two young patrons Martha and
Annabelle,  The Executive
Director Mercedes Urrestarazu
Cabrero , our angel Begonia
Larranaga and all the staff of the
Foundation.

The next two days were spent at
the extraordinary financial city of
Banco Santander. We thank all
the executives of the bank specially
Almudena, Banda Vachivanji,
Alexandra, Cristina ,Paloma and
Monica for their support. During
their visit the children interacted
with many employees of Banco
Santander and had the opportunity
to see how a big financial institution
functions. They also visited a city
branch of the bank where they met a young Indian employee who welcomed
them like at home.  It was interesting to hear the questions that the young ones
had for this man.

On the last day of their stay the group visited the National Ballet Conservatory
that was followed by a trip to the Thyssen- Bornemisza   Museum . The trip
to the museum was organized by Maria Franco, the President of AD+ one
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of the major donors to New Light from Madrid. Thank you Cristina and
Virginia for working backstage and making this happen.

Even though the group could barely stand at the end of that day they put up
an absolutely extraordinary performance at an event organized by the
Management Solutions. Thanks all of you at MS for your extraordinary support
and enthusiasm to take the work of New Light to a completely different level.

We are convinced that all it takes to make the kids of New Light happy and
going is some music and loads of love!!

However this trip wouldn’t have been so without the generous support of Banco
Santander, Communidad de Madrid and the Ajuntamiento de Madrid.
Thanks to all the office bearers for their support.

This newsletter could not end without sending heartfelt gratitude and thanks to
the Madrid Magical group of people like Philippe the Sherpa, Eloisa , Eva
and Diego, Mari Angeles, Maria Parias , Ana and Jesus , Pilar and Sebastian,
Olga and Pablo , the incredible group of Management Solutions and
Fernando for being there for me.

In Kolkata we extend our  greetings and thanks to long standing donors and
well wishers like The Apeejay Trust, Mr Karan Paul, Ms Christina Nathaniel,
Ms Shikha Mukherjee,  Subhro Saha, Pabitra Das, Parth Sanyal, MCKS
Food For the Hungry Foundation, The Jalan Trust, The Rotary Club Of
Calcutta Chowrenghee, The Rotary Club of North Rocks , Sydney, Mr
Saswat Goenka, Tata Communications Ltd, Anindya Tarafdar and Soumitra
Ashray, Ms Jaya Mishra, Ms Rina Sasmal , G D Salarpuria Foundation and
many others.

When I set out to write this newsletter I didn’t expect it to take on this size.
Hopefully all of you, when the holiday season is over would get back to read
it again and in full. We look forward to your suggestions and support in making
New Light a better tool to change lives.

Merry Christmas and good cheer for a wonderful 2009!!

Urmi Basu
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